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Jayakanthan is a household word wherever Tamilians live. Among
contemporary men of Tamil letters I regard him as the finest writer
of fiction. This is a personal opinion and it is quite possible that
others may not accept the evaluation as correct. However, the fact
cannot be controverted that his stories and essays, published over the
years in Tamil journals, have commanded a very Wide readership.
Reissued in book form they have again generally received favourable
reception from the reading public. Indeed, his books often get to be
reprinted several times. One of his books received a Sahitya Akademi
award as the best work in Tamil published in 1971. In October
1973 the National Book Trust published a selection of his short
stories. The Trust proposes to bring out translations of the work
in various Indian languages.
His stories are serious stuff! They are a far cry from the run-of-the-
mill tales that are generally the staple of mass circulation Tamil
journals. They arouse discussion and debate and often controversy
too. One Tamil journal ran a note of apology to its readers after
having published* a short novel of his on an unusual theme. Its editor
announced that it would never again feature such stories. Some
bluenoses asserted that the theme was lewd and lascivious. But
hundreds of readers wrote to the journal and to the author protest-
ing against the action of the editor. Released as a book shortly
thereafter in 1969, it has already run into three printings. The same
journal recently published on? of Jayakanthan's stories and announc-
ed with fanfare the forthcoming serialization of his new novel.
The present work recounts Jayakanthan's "political" reminis-
cences. Though he has had a long and continuous "association'*
with politics, he makes no claim to have ever been a person of any